
The IB Diploma 
Programme at Lamar 

for Current DP 
Families
5:00: Juniors
5:30: Seniors

bit.ly/lamardpparents

Dr. Acord
Diploma Programme Coordinator

suzanne.acord@houstonisd.org

Instagram: ibdpcoordinator

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/


What to expect this evening

● Review of IB Diploma Programme Requirements
● Reminders
● Helpful links: Texas IB College Fair and Writing 

Lab
● Q&A
● Please contact me for a private chat if you’d like 

to chat in depth about your child’s DP needs. 

bit.ly/lamardpparents



● Every 9th and 10th grader participates in the Middle Years 
Programme (MYP).

● Every 11th and 12th grader has the opportunity to choose 
the Career-related Programme or Diploma Programme. 

You need to know: Lamar is an IB for All school



● DP course = student-led 
project, research, 
portfolios, oral exams, and 
written exams in May.

● Highly respected by 
universities around the 
world. 

● DP students are 
researchers, writers, 
thinkers, and inquirers. 

● DP students are prepared 
for college and for life 
after college.

● Potential for college credit.





6 Groups
Group 1: Studies in Language and 
Literature 

Group 2: Language Acquisition

Group 3: Individuals and Societies

Group 4: Sciences

Group 5: Mathematics

Group 6: The Arts or extra Group 2 or 3

DP Core
CAS: Creativity, Activity, Service

Theory of Knowledge Course

Extended Essay

Diploma Programme Components



Diploma Programme Courses 
at Lamar
Group 1: 
English Language and Literature (HL)

Group 2:
Arabic (SL and HL)
Chinese (SL and HL)
French (SL and HL)
Spanish (SL and HL)

Group 3: 
Business Management (HL)
History of the Americas (HL)
Economics  (SL and HL)
World Religions (SL)
Art History (SL)
Psychology (SL)
Philosophy (SL)

Group 4: 
Biology  (SL and HL)
Chemistry (SL)
Physics (SL and HL)
Computer Science (SL and HL)
Environmental Systems and Societies (SL)
Sports, Exercise and Health Science (SL)

Group 5:
Mathematics Analysis and Approaches 
(HL only)
Mathematics Analysis and Interpretation
(SL and HL)

Group 6: 
Dance (HL)
Film (HL)
Visual Arts (HL)
Theatre (HL)

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/


Student courses checklist for DP
11th grade

Group 1: Language and Literature HL 
(HL only)

Group 2: Language SL or HL

Group 3: SL or HL

Group 4: Science SL or HL

Group 5: Math SL or HL

Group 6: Arts or Group 2, 3, 4

TOK A: Second Semester

12th grade

Group 1: Language and Literature HL 
(HL only)

Group 2: Language SL or HL

Group 3: SL or HL

Group 4: Science SL or HL

Group 5: Math SL or HL

Group 6: Arts or Group 2, 3, 4

TOK B: First Semester

3 or 4 HL courses over the two year program.
If 3 SL courses, at least 1 must be a 2 year SL course. 



11th grade to-do list
• Submit the signed DP commitment contract: Student 

and parent sign it. Student returns it to Dr. Acord
• Attend required Extended Essay meetings with Mr. 

Fisher and Ms. Keller. All students received invites via 
their school email. 

• Complete all IB projects, coursework, and oral 
assessments before the due dates. 

• Plan and carry out CAS experiences. Creativity, Activity, 
and Service are required. Document with reflections, 
supervisor contact information, and photos.

• Pay the $90 IB program fee before Nov. 1
• Sit for SL2 exams in April and May. (These are 1 year IB 

courses.)



12th grade to-do list
• Submit the signed DP commitment contract: 

Student and parent sign it. Student returns it to 
Dr. Acord

• Complete all IB projects, coursework, and oral 
assessments before the due dates. 

• Plan and carry out CAS experiences. Creativity, 
Activity, and Service are required. Document with 
reflections, supervisor contact information, and 
photos.

• Pay the $90 IB program fee before Nov. 1
• Sit for SL2 and HL2 exams in April and May. 



12th grade to-do list continued
• One missing assessment item prevents students 

from earning the DP. 
• One missing IB exam prevents students from 

earning the DP.
• Students who do not submit a required item will 

no longer be classified as a DP student and will 
need to notify colleges that they are no longer in 
the most rigorous high school program. 

• Students who complete ALL IB items by the due 
dates will receive an IB stole to wear at 
graduation.



The $90 fee: Paid each year of the DP
The fee supports our DP program. Due Nov. 1. 
● IB Annual DP Fee: $10,000 approximately
● Registration fees (6 IB classes X $119 = $714)
● IB Resources: Kognity, IBQuestion bank
● Teacher trainings ($500 min per training)
● Graduation stoles
* Students who are identified as economically 
disadvantaged can pay a lower fee. 
* More information can be found in past 
newsletters from our principal. 



IB Exam Accommodations: Due Oct. 24
Your child received 
an email regarding 
accommodations on 
the exams. 

If your child receives 
accommodations at 
school, your child 
may be able to 
receive 
accommodations on 
IB exams. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScksZRbAkWwAfw5OCoB6aPJiQ8x4_2rII_y7hc_dZ7Ye2IIIw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Must take 3 or 4 HL courses SL: Standard Level
150 hour course
Course assessments 
+ internal 
assessment

HL: Higher Level
240 hour course
Additional content + 
additional course 
assessments + 
internal assessment

The core and the DP course schedule 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Where does the core fit in the schedule?



4 is a minimum passing score 24 points: The 
minimum number of 
points to earn the IB 
Diploma. (24 credits 
at Texas public 
colleges)

TOK and EE: Cannot 
earn N or E on either.

Some universities 
require more than 24 
points for admission 
or course credit. 

Scores and the IB Diploma

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Images from: https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/assets/ib-whatis-2.pdf




Extended 
Essay 
Score

TOK: Junior and Senior Years

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bonus points can increase a student’s final DP score
Images from: https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/assets/ib-whatis-2.pdf




http://drive.google.com/file/d/1JHYwQwXHaQ6WZGbZxGoMQQuAwgOj_xNt/view


Lamar’s IB DP Site: houstonisd.org/domain/11497

https://www.houstonisd.org/domain/11497


What do top colleges think 
about the Diploma 
Programme? Watch the video 
from Johns Hopkins to find 
out. 

Then, visit this site to hear 
from other top universities 
around the world. 

https://texasibcollegefair.com/

The DP and Universities

https://texasibcollegefair.com/
http://drive.google.com/file/d/11mAPpoKhp6RIqEmYJddd2tp9Gzf4Lckn/view


Use our 
Writing Lab for IB 
assessments and 
college essays!



Q&A
Please contact me for a private chat if you’d like 
to chat in depth about your child’s DP needs. 



Thank you! 
Your Lamar IB Coordinators

MYP: Dennis Gillespie
DGILLES1@houstonisd.org

CP: David Munoz
DMUNOZ@houstonisd.org

DP: Suzanne Acord
Suzanne.Acord@houstonisd.org
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